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AboutThesa Adphseks

Carol Howe": The uncle | dedicded this story to, Robert

Mendler startedlife as Romek Reibeisenin the little town of Nowy
Targ, Poland. He died, at age 84, about three weeksbefre this story
went to press Nothing sounusualaboutthat, except deah had chased
him sohard and solong without ever quite caching up, that we half
expectedne® never die. He survived ten concentréion camps including
Austwitz, starting when he was 14. He weighed 75 pounds when
liberaed at 19: he caried a photo of his American liberaors in his
wallet for the restof his life. He seached in vain for other surviving
membes of his family: all 89 had beenmurdered. But he madefriends
in the campsincludingElie Wiesel that he kept all hislife; and whenhe

cameto Americaand married my motheréyoungersisterwe becamehis family He embracedAmerica,but he
had nightmaes

When Robert Clary, whom he® known in Ausdwitz and who now played Corporal LeBeauon the TV shaw
OHogn@HeroesOcameto speakat a nearty college Uncle Bob went to hearhim. They met afterwad, and
Clary urgedmy uncleto speakout. Not only would it do him good,Clary said,but it washis duty: to speakfor
thosewho had beensilencedjo speaksothat children growing up would £now. After that, my unclebegan to
give talksabouthis experiencesat high sdools collegescivic groups librariesNanyonewho would have him.
He spokewith sud warmth and passiorthat he becamefamous Collegesawarded him honorary doctoraes
Steven Spielbeg includedhistestimoty in his HolocaustProject,and his voiceis recodedat Yad Vashemthe
HolocaustMuseumin JerusalemHis housebecamecrowded with trophies plaques all kinds of tokensof
honor, and framed photosof him and his wife with variousimportant personagesAll this successall this
acceptance all thisempahyEy et he never losthis survivor@guilt, nor hissensef shameat what he wasforced
to do in oder to survie. | doubt whether he eer stopped hang nightmaes

You@ think the deagh campsand marcheswould be enoughsufering for onelifetime but he wasalsohit with
cancey which he bea, heart attacks which he recovered from, various ilinessesand painful back sulgeries
which left him walkingbentin half with a cane Beingin a concentréion campreally scewsup your body. A
fewweeksefre hisdeah, the doctor offered him a choicebetweena pacemakeand the painkillerdispensing
device he wore for his back.He chosethe painkillerNbecausehe wasstill playing golf even bentin half. He
was a golfandic.

But the one thing he couldr® quite makeit backfrom wasthe prolongedagonizingdeah of his beloed wife
the previousspring Losingher, we believe, Pnally sappedthat powerful will to live which got him through so
much, allowing Death to Pnally seiz the tail endof hiscoa. Forcingme to write Olnloving memoryOand wish
|@ told him to his face e much he inspied me

As for me, IOma 1985 graduae of the lowa Writers' Workshop My storieshave appeaed in The North
American Review StoryQuartetly, AlaskaQuartelly Review New OrleansReview Crazyhowse Cimarron
Review The Greensbon Review and other publications Persistentthemesin my work include atheism,
mortality and the problem of evil. And thoseare the funny ones Over a period of twenty-sixyears |Qe taught
writing at the University of Pittshurgh, the University of lowa, and SyracusdJniversity Currently | live in
lllinois, where | run an inbrmal writing goup and write full-time



Aashishlives and works in New Delhi. He receivedhis

bachelorof artsandlawsin 2004,andpresentlypractices
before the SupremeCourt of India in commercialand
public law matters.His first novel 'The Ascension'was
publishedby Writers Workshop,India (2008) and was a
winner of the Indie Book Awards, 2009, U.S.A. His fic-

tion is forthcomingin the PEN International,U.K., and
Arts & Opinion, Canadaln his writing, Aashishplacesa
heavyemphasisiponthe fabulous-inventivdaraditionsof

Calvino, Boges, Cortazaland Beckett.

4 Eric Wassermans the author of a collection of short
fiction, The TemporaryLife. His work haswon both the
David DornsteinMemorial CreativeWriting Contestand
the ! erveniBarva PressFiction ChapbookPrize.He is
an AssistantProfessorof English at The University of
Akron, and on the faculty of the NortheastOhio Master
of FineArts programin CreativeWriting (NEOMFA). He
lives in Akron, Ohio with his wife, Thea. OTheGolden
StateQis a self-containedexcerptfrom Eric® recently
completedfirst novel, Celluloid Strangers You can visit
him at wwwericwasserman.comnehotocredit Mary Biddinger
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Lisa Ni Bhraonainnow lives in Corvallis, Oregonbut was
born in Connecticutand broughtup on Long Island Sound.
She has two daughtersshe raisedwhile servingtablesat a
Hungarianrestaurantindfinishing graduateschoolat Oregon
State University This is her first published piece.

TheNovellaAwardwasa newadditionto CarpeArticulumthis year Many nay-sayersthoughtthat
it wouldn'tgarnerthe attentionneededo sustainitself sincethe Carpe VerbumShortFiction Award
wasalreadyofferedhere. We areproudto announcehatit hasbeenthe mostsuccessfullyattended
awardseriesin CarpeArticulum'sseven-yeahistory We were heart-brokerto leaveout many of
the incrediblepiecesthat had so muchto offer Carpe'sreaders..but then,this quarterlycollector's
volumewould havebeen700pagedong! We hopeto encouragetherLiterary Reviewsto likewise
offer this particulargenreasan awardseries. So manyfascinatingstoriesareineligible for print in
journalssimply dueto their length. Sucha sadreasorfor themto neverseethelight of day... In the
meantime, we are pleased to recognize and celebrate them here... Please do so with us!




